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General
Burning, after treatment with a herbicide
is sometimes carried out to improve access
to blackberry infestations. This option
needs to be carefully considered because
the soil is bared, covered with ash and of-
ten more friable which provides an ideal
environment for the proliferation of a
range of broad-leaf weeds, notably this-
tles. This practice is generally discouraged
but may have some value in certain cir-
cumstances. Burning of green blackberries
is sometimes carried out, which only
serves to prolong control efforts.

State agencies have adopted a more
pro-active approach in regard to black-
berry control in recent years. This is, in
some measure, a recognition of new re-
sponsibilities under the Noxious Weeds Act
but also a more responsible attitude to
land management generally and good
neighbour relations.

The proliferation of subdivisions, espe-
cially in the area around Armidale in the
1970s and later ones at other locations, has
had an effect on Council’s operations,
with blackberry figuring prominently in
dealings with local and absentee land-
holders. As new people come in to these
places, often from metropolitan areas
without a knowledge of noxious weeds, it
is necessary to place importance on weeds
education.

Blackberry rust (Phragmidium viola-
ceum) was introduced to the New England
Tablelands in the 1980s. The rust has
spread virtually over the entire area. The
effect has been rather disappointing. On a
number of occasions conditions have been
eminently suitable for it to proliferate
without it having done so. In some very
high rainfall areas, results have appeared
to be encouraging at times, only to find
that regrowth in the following season
wiped out any control gains. Heavy reli-
ance on the rust as a possible cure for their
blackberry problems, has cost some
landholders dearly.

The future
The control of blackberry will continue to
be an important issue for all occupiers of
land on the New England Tablelands. The
implementation of current technologies,
including integrated management, are
able to cope with blackberry, provided
there is a will to do so. Continuing access
to reliable herbicides is fundamental, at
the very least, until other effective control
methods are discovered. A regulatory fa-
cility will definitely be required to ensure
that the current position is maintained and
even improved.

Introduction
As control facilitator for blackberry (Rubus
fruticosus L. agg.) for the Ovens catchment
in north-eastern Victoria, my role was to
provide a service to landholders that
could encourage them to participate in
managing their blackberry infestations.
This position, which lasted only 18
months, was created to assist in the fight
against a weed that is spreading at an
alarming rate, despite the efforts of local
catchment management officers working
with landholders who have pest plant and
animal problems, and especially those
sharing boundaries with public land.

Contributing factors to the increase
of blackberry
A number of factors have contributed to
the increase in blackberry in the Ovens
Catchment over the last few years.
• The major flood in 1993 caused clumps

of blackberry to dislodge from eroded
banks. These clumps broke up as they
were transported down the catchment
to be deposited on extensive areas of
river flats not previously infested with
blackberry.

• Fox numbers are still high enough to
cause an increase in blackberry distri-
bution, despite increased state funding
for pest animal control.

• The area has established tobacco and
grape crops, which are vulnerable to
chemical weed control agents, thus
making many landholders reluctant to
spray nearby blackberry plants because
of the potential for herbicide drift and
thus crop damage.

• The absentee landholder, especially at
the top of the catchment, is often diffi-
cult to contact to offer assistance on a
personal contact level, and thereby con-
trol on the ground is rendered less ef-
fective.

• In north-eastern Victoria, a large per-
centage of landholders work ‘off farm’,
thereby decreasing the time available to
address blackberry management.
Those landholders who do not work
away from their properties have a low
income base and have to prioritize
works. Weed control is frequently
placed low on their priority list, espe-
cially if the weed does not interfere
with the farmer’s enterprise.

• As a consequence of rural decline a
socio-economic dilemma exists when
landholders lose pride in family farms
in cases where the next generation have
chosen, or been forced, to seek work
away from the district.

• It is also difficult to access assistance
from state and local weed control pro-
grams when money is allocated to
landcare groups for distribution.
Landcare groups are not widely estab-
lished at the top of catchment areas
where blackberry is most dense!

Current assistance available to
landholders
The State-initiated Good Neighbour pro-
gram has given assistance financially and
in-kind to landholders who share bounda-
ries with public land. Farm visits and field
days, sponsored by the Department of
Natural Resources and Environment
(DNRE), have given landholders the op-
portunity to access information on all as-
pects of blackberry management, includ-
ing use of herbicides, goats and the effects
of blackberry rust (Phragmidium violaceum)
in their areas. Information on chemical
standards has been a major part of the
community awareness aspect to weed
control in this ‘soft’ crop area of grapes
and tobacco. For example, the Victorian
State government has recently launched a
‘war on weeds program’ that offers finan-
cial assistance for weed control on private
land. This money is channelled through
community groups, usually landcare, for
allocation to priority areas. DNRE officers
assist landholders develop their funding
bids for weed management and help with
technical advice. Local governments offer
assistance for roadside weed control,
which, in Victoria, is the responsibility of
the landholder.

Legislation and enforcement
It is my view that legislation will only be
fully applied when:
• Public land management authorities

set a good example in blackberry man-
agement, and

• When it is politically expedient to bring
existing legislation into play, on a much
larger scale than is currently the case.

I strongly suspect that the electorate has
seen and felt the effects of pest plants long
enough to accept a stronger enforcement
agenda from the appropriate authorities.

Whilst we do need to see more enforce-
ment of the legislation, a whole commu-
nity contribution will be necessary to en-
courage control of all pest plants on farms,
roadsides and public land.

In conclusion, the problem of black-
berry management does not belong to any
single group, but each group needs to ac-
knowledge that they have a share of the
responsibility to carry.
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